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HP ThinkdJet, 1984

» Virtual tour » Six views
Take this product for an interactive spin. The View this product from six static angles.
QuickTime plug-in is needed to view this
presentation.
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This small, rugged printer, dubbed ThinkJet for thermal inkjet, was
introduced in 1984. Just as the HP-35 calculator replaced the manual
slide rule forever, inkjet technology spelled the end for the noisy dot-
matrix printer. Thermal inkjet technology developed at HP was
introduced in a high-quality, low-price personal printer.

The invention came about when an engineer working on developing
thin-film technology for integrated circuit applications was testing the The HP ThinkJet was the first
response of a thin silicon-based film to electrical stimulation. The
electricity superheated the medium, and droplets of fluid lying under the
film were expelled. An idea was born. What if you could finely control
these jets of fluid? Large, industrial inkjet marking devices already
existed, but up to this point only crude printing of quite large characters
for industrial purposes was practical. Suddenly it looked like this marking technology could be miniaturized
—and it had the advantages of requiring very little power to print and being inherently inexpensive to
manufacture.

mass-marketed personal
inkjet printer. Inkjet
technology spelled the end for
the noisy dot-matrix printer.

Inkjet technology offered HP the opportunity to replace the least expensive printer in the market—serial dot-
matrix printers—with products that were superior in every way. Inkjet had the potential for better print
quality, greater font and graphics capabilities, quieter operation, extremely low power consumption and,
eventually, high-quality, low-cost color.

Additional information:

e ThinkJet brochure (PDF, 1.07Mb)

e Listen to the ThinkJet in action. ‘))

This sound was recorded using the HP 912 digital camera located about 4 inches away from the top
of the printer with the lid open so you can hear the inkjet print head move across the paper and the
advance of the paper through the printer. Although this sample is relatively loud, during normal use
the apparent sound volume is greatly diminished at greater distances from the printer.

To view any of the above PDF files, you need to have the Adobe Acrobat Reader installed on your
computer. Acrobat Reader is a free plug-in. You can download the |latest version or download a version with
accessibility features.

Permission to copy without fee all or part of this publication is hereby granted provided that 1) the copies
are not made, used, displayed, or distributed for commercial advantage; 2) the Hewlett-Packard Company
copyright notice and the title of the publication and date appear on the copies; and 3) a notice appears
stating that the copying is by permission of the Hewlett-Packard Company.



http://www.hp.com/hpinfo/abouthp/histnfacts/museum/imagingprinting/0011/0011threeqtr.html
http://www.hp.com/hpinfo/abouthp/histnfacts/museum/imagingprinting/0011/index.html#jumptocontent
http://welcome.hp.com/country/us/en/welcome.html
http://welcome.hp.com/country/us/en/prodserv.html
http://welcome.hp.com/country/us/en/support.html
http://welcome.hp.com/country/us/en/solutions.html
http://welcome.hp.com/country/us/en/howtobuy.html
http://welcome.hp.com/country/us/en/contact_us.html
http://welcome.hp.com/country/us/en/welcome.html
http://www.hp.com/hpinfo/abouthp/
http://www.hp.com/hpinfo/abouthp/histnfacts/index.html
http://www.hp.com/hpinfo/abouthp/histnfacts/museum/index.html
http://www.hp.com/hpinfo/abouthp/histnfacts/museum/imagingprinting/index.html
http://www.hp.com/hpinfo/
http://www.hp.com/hpinfo/abouthp/
http://www.hp.com/hpinfo/abouthp/histnfacts/index.html
http://www.hp.com/hpinfo/abouthp/histnfacts/timeline/index.html
http://www.hp.com/hpinfo/abouthp/histnfacts/museum/index.html
http://www.hp.com/hpinfo/abouthp/histnfacts/museum/earlyinstruments/index.html
http://www.hp.com/hpinfo/abouthp/histnfacts/museum/personalsystems/index.html
http://www.hp.com/hpinfo/abouthp/histnfacts/museum/imagingprinting/index.html
http://www.hp.com/hpinfo/abouthp/histnfacts/museum/chronological/index.html
http://www.hp.com/hpinfo/abouthp/histnfacts/garage/
http://www.hp.com/hpinfo/abouthp/histnfacts/publications/measure/
http://www.hpl.hp.com/hpjournal/journal.html
http://www.hp.com/hpinfo/abouthp/histnfacts/origins/
http://www.hp.com/hpinfo/abouthp/histnfacts/faq.html
http://www.hp.com/hpinfo/abouthp/histnfacts/museum/imagingprinting/0011/0011virtual.html
http://www.apple.com/quicktime/download/
http://www.apple.com/quicktime/download/
http://www.hp.com/hpinfo/abouthp/histnfacts/museum/imagingprinting/0011/0011sixviews.html
http://www.hp.com/hpinfo/abouthp/histnfacts/museum/imagingprinting/0011/other/0011thinkjetbrochure.pdf
javascript:openIt('sound/0011.mp3')
javascript:openIt('sound/0011.mp3')
http://www.adobe.com/products/acrobat/readstep2.html
http://www.adobe.com/products/acrobat/alternate.html
http://www.hp.com/cgi-bin/pf-new.cgi?IN=referrer

Privacy statement Using this site means you accept its terms Feedback to webmaster
© 2012 Hewlett-Packard Development Company, L.P.



http://welcome.hp.com/country/us/en/privacy.html
http://welcome.hp.com/country/us/en/termsofuse.html
http://welcome.hp.com/country/us/en/contact_us.html

